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UNICEF Chinese New Year Celebration 

Excited for Easter and ready to hang out with the 2015 Miss Los Angeles Court?  
Come out to our Bunny Fun Day Easter Benefit on Saturday April 4, 2015 from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm! Held at Central Plaza in 

Old Chinatown, the day will be filled with creative Easter activities such as Decorate-Your-Own Crown, DIY bunny crafts,      

raffles, Easter Egg Hunt and many other opportunities to win prizes of all sizes! There will be continuous opportunities to         

interact with the MLAC Court and to take pictures with our lovely Patricia Cottontail. Local artists of the Chinatown           

community will be performing, always providing up-beat music and chances to interact with the 2015 Chinatown Little King 

and Little Queen Court. 
 

The funds will benefit the great organization Families with Children from China-Southern California (FCC-SoCal). They are an 

all-volunteer organization that provides educational, cultural and peer support programs and services for adoptive parents. We 

are thrilled to team up with FCC-SoCal, who are dedicated to improving the welfare of the children in China’s social welfare 

institutions and supporting the community through charitable initiatives.  
 

The funds will also go towards the Court’s Goodwill Ambassador Trip to China. The Court will represent the Greater Los        

Angeles area as Chinatown's ambassadors to serve and represent the Chinese community. During the trip, the ladies will be 

visiting and building relationships with various Chinese city officials and community and business leaders.  The trip will allow 

the ladies to learn about China's history, as well as the ongoing relationship the United States has with China and the role that 

Chinese Americans play in maintaining that connection today.  This is a once in a life time experience for the Court, so please 

help support the ladies in fulfilling their ambassadorial duties in China this year.  Donations of any denomination are greatly 

appreciated.  
 

To learn more about FCC-SoCal, please visit http://www.fccsocal.org/. 

To Register for Bunny Fun Day, please visit www.bunnyfunday.eventbrite.com.  Walk-ins are welcomed! 

To donate to the 2015 Goodwill Ambassador Trip, please visit http://www.gofundme.com/MLAC2015. 

If you’re excited as we are, please visit the Facebook event page and share! 

https://www.facebook.com/events/865303260180058/ 

Bunny Fun Day– April 4, 2015 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) hosted a Chinese 

New Year Soiree to celebrate the year of the sheep, and to           

fundraise money with an auction for the Chinese Children’s  

Initiative on Wednesday,   February 25th at the new SHAN  

Social House in Beverly Hills. The Chinese  Children’s Initiative 

is part of the United States Fund for the millions of Chinese       

children that lack access to basic services, are living in extreme 

poverty, and whom are vulnerable to trafficking, neglect, abuse, 

and exploitation. UNICEF gives these children access to spaces 

to learn, play, and develop social skills and relationships. 
 

The Miss Los Angeles Chinatown court was able to leave their 

qipaos at home, and instead, we donned evening gowns with our 

sash crowns for the soiree. UNICEF had one of the most       

beautiful Chinese lion dancers I have ever seen—with light up 

costumes! We ate delicious Chinese and Japanese food, and got 

to mingle with people from all different industries. While there, 

we got to meet a few big Chinese-American names in the American entertainment industry—Tzi Ma from Rush 

Hour and The Ladykillers, and Byron Mann from Catwoman, Street Fighter, and The Man With The Iron Fists.  

We spent quite some time talking to them, and taking selfies. In fact, Mr. Tzi Ma brought a selfie-stick with him to 

the party, and did not know how to use it! We had the pleasure of teaching him how to use his new selfie stick, and 

then how to use and hashtag properly on his social media accounts. So if you see any of his posts on social media, 

know that it was MLAC 2015’s influence! 
 

In the end, the UNICEF Chinese New Year Soiree was a success, bringing in over $165,000 to support the cause, 

and entertaining all guests that attended the spectacular event. 
 

Written by 3rd Princess Vivian Tisi 

http://www.fccsocal.org
http://www.bunnyfunday.eventbrite.com
http://www.gofundme.com/MLAC2015
https://www.facebook.com/events/865303260180058/
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Celebrating the Year of the Ram with HKASC 
 

 

On the evening of February 28, 2015 the Miss Los Angeles 

Chinatown Queen and her court attended the annual        

Chinese New Year Banquet hosted by the non-profit     

organization called Families with Children from China 

(FCC). This year the event was hosted in the heart of         

Chinatown at the Golden Dragon Restaurant. The night 

started off with an entertaining traditional Chinese Lion 

Dance performance from the Los Angeles East Wind Lion 

Dance Troupe. Dinner was served shortly after the lion 

dance along with a very humorous magic show. The night 

continued on with loud music playing while the children 

and parents danced the night away.  

 

We had the honor to sit and have dinner with the             

secretary of FCC, Judy Marasco. Ms. Marasco adopted her daughter a few years ago and has been coming every 

year to these events. The Families with Children from China (FCC) organization provides service information 

about adoption to parents who have either adopted, in the process of adopting, or is interested in adopting a child 

from China, Hong Kong or Taiwan. The FCC organizes multiple Chinese cultural events throughout the year to 

allow families to meet and become more aware of their child’s heritage and culture. 

Written by 1st Princess Erika Liu 

FCC New Year Banquet 

In late February, the 2015 MLAC had an extravagant time at the 

23rd Chinese New Year Gala put on by the Hong Kong Association 

of Southern California (HKASC). Already being greeted with             

diverse party favors upon entrance, we were welcomed by the            

gracious Chief Executive of HKASC, Leung Chunying. As a big    

supporter and advocate for the Chinese American community for 

economics, innovation and technology, he was an excellent host. 
 

Held at the beautiful Hilton in Universal City, we were excited to 

see the ballroom packed with many people from all industries.     

Entertainment consisted of talented performers from China and the 

U.S. who performed a variety of genres, and was sponsored by 

HSBC who were also the Corporate Banquet Chair. We were also 

thrilled to see the pageant alumni 2013 Fourth Princess Amber 

Phung, who was also the beautiful Master of Ceremonies for the 

New Year Banquet.  
 

The Court and I had a great time meeting all of the dinner guests and especially to the many major sponsors like 

Cathay Pacific Airways Limited, East West Bank, and Magna Wealth Management LLC. We then sat back for a 

treat with the extremely talented and athletic Lion Dance company that really sets Chinese New Year banquets 

apart from other celebrations. 
 

After introductions to the crowd, we personally greeted all dinner guests with a warm greeting and, of course, a 

red money envelope! I was especially happy to see people receive Li Xi and to see them get excited to receive gifts. 

But crowd guests weren’t the only lucky ones. Every table raffled off gifts to each seat holder that had vouchers for 

massages, trips, beautiful bags, certificates and I was extremely fortunate to win a trip! 
 

It was clear everyone pulled out all the stops for this Chinese New Year Banquet. We loved the delicious banquet 

courses, the great conversations and seeing how everybody put the banquet together. The event ended with      

opening up the dance floor and it was genuinely a great way to end the night. Walking out with the trip that I 

won, many blessings from prominent business leaders and a full stomach, I’d say it was an unforgettable evening. 
 

Written by Queen Alice Wong 
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Judge Ronald Lew Luncheon  

On February 28, 2015, the Miss Los Angeles court: Queen Alice Wong, 

Third princess Vivian Tisi, Miss Friendship Tracy Jung, and myself, 4th 

princess Tiffany Chi all gathered to encourage the marathon runners of the 

37th annual L.A. Chinatown Firecracker 5K and 10K run/walk.  It was my 

first time participating as a bystander in a marathon, however running in 

a 5K marathon has always been an endeavor of mine, hopefully one in 

which I will accomplish together with my fellow court ambassadors in the 

coming months. 

In addition to encouraging the marathon runners on the sidelines, we had 

the enjoyable experience of meeting so many accomplished marathon     

runners, families in the community, and adorable children through photo 

opportunities. Following these fun photoshoots with the LA firecracker run community, the court and I enjoyed a 

brief visit to the petting zoo where we enjoyed the lovely exchange of taking photos with children and lovable farm 

animals. 

While participating as the 4th princess of Miss LA Chinatown, my court ambassadors and I had the immense 

pleasure and honor to take part in both encouraging the runners and awarding the winners of their hard earned 

medals. 

In retrospect, experiencing the Los Angeles Chinatown Firecracker run opened my eyes to the festivities, and 

the cultural exposures that participants from nearby and afar can experience by endeavoring in the challenging, 

yet beautifully scenic 5K and 10K LA Chinatown Firecracker run. Many participants in the marathon have found 

this experience to be a truly invigorating experience both culturally and physically, an experience that I hope to 

personally experience next year together with my court ambassadors. 

Written by 4th Princess Tiffany Chi 

37th Annual LA Chinatown Firecracker Run 

March 6, 2015 was a special day for the Miss Los Angeles        

Chinatown Court. It was our first time meeting Judge Ronald 

Lew, he is one of the first Chinese American U.S district court 

judge in the Los Angeles County. We were able to have a       

private one on one talk with Judge Lew about what we are 

passionate about, and he was able to give us his advice and 

experience to help us with our future accomplishments. 

 

Judge Ronald Lew gave the court a personal tour of his court 

chambers. After he invited us to a special Chinese New Year 

luncheon, he hosts every year for the Federal government       

officials. Unfortunately Judge Lew had a medical surgery and 

wouldn’t be able to host the luncheon which he has done for 

more than 40 years. He pass the torch to a few of his                

colleagues Judge Robert Kwan and Judge Dolly Gee. They presented him with a special tradition red cloth with 

everyone greeting and signature who attending the Year of the Ram luncheon. 

 

The luncheon was held at Golden dragon in Chinatown, there was delicious Chinese food such as eggplant, fried 

rice, tofu, and pan fried chow mien dishes. Also providing interesting year of the ram facts, lion dancing and the 

history of how the luncheon was formed. This luncheon was Judge Lew way of spreading the Chinese tradition and 

culture among this peers and providing a way for people to enjoy the Chinese customs like he does. 

 

It was memorable for the court to sit and enjoy luncheon among powerful and influence people such as the        

homeland security of immigration, judges, and attorneys. Also spend time with the honorable judge providing      

wisdom and his experience in hopes that we will help provided and encourage the future generations to remember 

what it is to be a Chinese American.  

Written by Miss Friendship Tracy Jung 
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14th Annual Los Angeles Lantern Festival 

Increasing the Peace and Youth Outreach 

 

 

Los Angeles, CA – On a beautiful and sunny Saturday afternoon 

on March 7, 2014, the 2015 Miss Los Angeles Chinatown Court 

attended the Chinese American Museum: 14th Annual Los Angeles 

Lantern Festival. Tahis is a popular Chinese festival around the 

world that occurs on the fifteenth day of the first lunar month to 

mark the closing of Chinese New Year festivities. The Chinese 

American Museum’s annual Los Angeles Lantern Festival            

deviates from most other commercially –based street event       

celebrations, with its primary focus on community building and 

education. It embraces the mission of the Chinese American      

Museum to foster a deeper understanding and appreciation of 

America’s diverse heritage by sharing the history, cultural legacy 

and continuing contributions of Chinese Americans by providing a 

free festival that encourages the public to celebrate “Chinese America. 
 

We began the day with a visit to the Chinese American Museum, which was a first time for most of the Court. The          

museum is dedicated to the history and experiences of Chinese Americans in the state of California, and is the first such 

museum in Southern California.  It presents exhibits of fine art by Chinese American artists, as well as historical       

exhibits.  The court was fortunate enough to have the museum’s curator, Steven Y. Wong guide us along the tour which 

made the experience a lot more meaningful as he shared his wealth of knowledge on the Chinese American                      

history. What I learned that day is something that taught me more about my heritage and the struggles that my             

forefathers encountered to allow me to live in the world that I know today.  I learned so much more than I could have 

ever imagined about Chinatown, and it helped me understand of my community and how it has progressed and risen 

through all the hardships it has been presented with. 

Written by 2nd Princess Clarissa Liu 

The Increase the Peace Volleyball tournament was an absolutely perfect 

weekend event. Led by the reputable and local champion Executive Director 

Dennis Ortega of Lincoln Heights Tutorial Program (LHTP). Many youths 

have now a safe space to grow, chill, and share. Dennis Ortega and Trinh 

Do Ortega invited the 2015 Miss Los Angeles Chinatown Court to come out 

and spend a weekend interacting with the kids who are a part of Increase 

the Peace. They’re a group networking with local community agencies to 

host volleyball and basketball tournaments as well as community clean ups 

to give youths to be proactive and interactive with the neighborhood.       

Dennis also oversees the LHTP, Youth United for Community Action and 

the Junior Youth Club, organizations that offer mentoring, education      

assistance, leadership opportunities and community service for local youth 

ranging from kindergarten to the high school. He has even expanded the 

tutorial program to kids in Chinatown in 1998. 
 

We were so happy and honored to get involved in a program like this at the Young Nak Church and had an absolute blast to be 

active with kids and teens inside the church gymnasium. With Dennis serving over 500 youth of primarily Latino and Asian 

families, he introduced us to some of the youth leaders and also to three incredibly personable and loving girls of a local group 

that serve kids with mental disabilities.  
 

The MLAC court and I had a nice lunch with the girls provided by Increase the Peace before the volleyball tournament started 

and I really loved how excited they were to talk to us as well as getting hyped to play. After an awesome performances by a   

local youth dance group and the Lincoln Heights dance group, the games started and the three girls were paired with three 

other youth members. After a few rounds and really awesome hits, their team won! We helped hand out shirts, goodie bags and 

high fives to the winners and participants. As the games ended, they needed to rush over to another event in the church but not 

before we took many pictures and selfies.  
 

We cultivated many friendships that day and we hope to have more future events with Dennis and the many incredible groups 

that service so many future role models and leaders in and outside the Chinatown community.  

Written by Queen Alice Wong 
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