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Protect Your Most Valuable Asset -
Register Your Trademark

You have invested a
great deal of money to start-up
your company and promote
your business, shouldn’t you
also protect your business’
most valuable asset – i.e., your
company’s name?

There are innumerable
benefits that a federal trademark
registration provides.  Most
importantly, registering a
trademark amplifies the
protection a trademark receives,
deters others from using your
trademark, and increases your
award if someone does infringe
your trademark.

Greater Protection

Registering your trademark
with the U.S. Patent & Trade-
mark Office provides nation-
wide protection.  Without
federal registration, a trademark
will only be protected in the
territory were it is used.
Consequently, anybody who
uses your mark in a different
territory before your registration
will be able to stop you from
using that mark in his or her
particular territory.  To the
contrary, once your trademark is
registered, you will be able to

stop their geographical
expansion of using that same
mark.  Therefore, national
expansion is a risky business
without a federal trademark.

In addition, after you
continuously use your regis-
tered trademark for five years,
you can apply for the Incontest-
ability Status.  Once you obtain
this status, you can eliminate
most of the difficult and
expensive-to-defend challenges
to your trademark.

Greater Deterrence

Another invaluable
benefit of registering your
trademark is that it allows you
to use the ® symbol (“encircled
R”).  Using this symbol puts
the world on notice that the
mark is claimed as an exclusive
right.  This may help to deter
many costly lawsuits down the
road because the U.S. Patent &
Trademark Office will refuse to
register any mark that is
confusingly similar to yours,
and this will likely discourage
others from adopting the same
or similar trademark.  Since the
vast majority of businesses
would rather avoid a lawsuit,

simply letting the world know
your trademark is out there
could save you thousands, if
not tens-of-thousands, in
potential litigation expenses.

Furthermore, if you
choose to engage in a lawsuit
against someone who infringes
your federally registered
trademark, merely having a
federal registration gives you a
lead in the battle.  First, an
opponent will be more
intimidated, and a judge or jury
more convinced by your
position if you have a registra-
tion.  Conversely, if  you failed
to register your mark, it appears
to be a subtle admission that
you did not consider it a valid
mark to begin with.  Finally, a
registration tells potential
opponents that you have
already invested money in your
trademark, and suggests that
you are ready to defend your
investment.  The cost of
registration is already paid for
on these bases alone.

Greater Awards

Among the other great
benefits that a federally
registered trademark owner

Continued on page 4
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From the President:
It is with pleasure to introduce our new Executive Director for the Chinese Chamber of Commerce, the

Honorable Carol Kwan.  As many of  you know, she has successfully coordinated our Golden Dragon Parade for 5
years; and Carol’s family is very connected to the Chinatown Community through the Jing Ying Benevolent Associa-
tion.  We are very fortunate to have her as our new ED, as we feel she is the best qualified person to lead our organiza-
tion to a higher level for the next generation.

While quite successful, Carol’s family emigrated to the United States in 1971 and have settled in the Los Angeles
area.  As being typical for many immigrate families, they opened a family run restaurant, which Carol assumed

responsibility running all aspects of the business at an early age.

Since that time, Carol Kwan has several major accomplishments in opening several successful businesses and has demonstrated her
commitment to the people of  the community through active political involvement in the water industry.  As we know, we could not survive
without clean, healthy water.  Here are just a few of her accomplishments:

· 1st Asian American Female to be elected as President of  the West Basin Municipal Water District, currently serving her 3rd term

· 1st Asian American Female to be appointed as a Director of  the prestigious Metropolitan Water District, the largest & most influential
water agency in the country, served as the Vice Chair

· Vice President of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of LA

· Vice Chair & Chair of the Golden Dragon Parade

· Vice Chair of the Chinese Heart Council of the American Heart Association

· Chair of Heartfest of Los Angeles, 2000

· Board Member of the Center for the Pacific Asian Family

This only a small mention of all that Carol has done & is capable of doing for us as Executive Director.  Carol Kwan is fluent in
English, Cantonese & Mandarin.

Let’s welcome Carol aboard and work together as a team so that we will always have the ability to preserve & share our culture with the
world!!!

 Let’s extend a warm welcome back to one of  newest Chamber members, Mr.
Clarence Wong, who owns & operates Japon Bistro in Pasadena. CA.  Japon
Bistro was voted #1 Sushi Restaurant in all of  Los Angeles (it’s true, I’ve gone
there many times!) Clarence brings a wide array of experience & commitment to
the community.  Says Wong, “I am happy to be in a position to give back to the
community.  When I see a smile on a person’s face after eating at my restaurant, I
feel happy.”  “It is also an honor to be in this position; one should always
remember their cultural roots.”

Welcoming our Newest Members
Apex Advisors, Inc.
Betty Tse
Paul Bukauskas, Bright Ideas
Chinese-American Professional Insurance Agency
Dijulio Law Group
EDD
Eternal Colour Graphics
Face & Body Laser Skin Clinic
George Leong
George Munoz/Shaw Properties
George Munoz/World Leadership Group
Ima Koda LLC
Japon Bistro
Kenneth Yee/Wachovia Securities
NGY Stones Enterprise Inc.
Oriental Natural Treatment
Patrick Chan
Richard Kwan
Southern California Edison
Stuart B. Shim, Smith Barney
Sunlight International
Vision to Visual



We at Far East National Bank are pleased to announce the
relocation of our Pasadena Branch to a new and modern banking
facility in order to better serve you. Our new banking facility will be
located at 600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 100, Pasadena, California
91106, on the southeast corner of  Lake Avenue and California
Boulevard.

In order not to interrupt our banking services to you, we will be
moving on or about October 27, 2007, and will be ready to serve
you at our new location on or about October 29, 2007.

Please contact Eli Hanaian at (626) 397-6300 if you have any
questions regarding our move.

Helping Others
While Chester was in England with his L.A. Sheriff group, he and a

few others helped an American lady recover her handbag. This letter appeared
in the LA Times – ed.

    I am a Pittsburgh PA woman who had a terrific experience
with a group of  wonderful people from the LA County Sheriff ’s
Department while traveling in Italy. I never met these people but I
do have three business cards and a beautiful letter which renews my
faith in my fellow Americans.

I was in Verona Italy in a gelato cafe. When I left the
store, I didn’t realize at the time that I had left my handbag on the
floor. Boarding the bus, which was taking us to our next destina-
tion, I became aware of my carelessness and reported it to our tour
guide.

     I was frantic because the bag had my passport, money,
credit cards, and debit card. When we returned to the hotel I
phoned my daughter in Pittsburgh to let her know what had taken
place. She had already received a call (my emergency number) from a
Mr. Chester Chong, Sr. Commander of  the LA Sheriff ’s Dept.
saying he had found my bag at the store. He was traveling with 100
people from the Dept. and made arrangements for me to recover
my bag in Rome and leave it in security at the hotel in Rome. It
was truly unbelievable. He also safely put the purse in a box and
completely sealed it with tape. Upon examination he had listed
every item in the bag to let me know that it was all there. The
wonderful employees of  the LA County Sheriff ’s Dept. wrote me
a heartwarming letter.

The people involved in my recovery were Chester Chong,
Mark Guertin, Deputy, and Judy Gerhardt, Lieutenant. I phoned
the station one evening and requested that I be permitted to send
them a reward but they refused my offer. If you happen to speak
with any of these fine people, I feel that I have made a group of
wonderful friends who deserve recognition.

Thank you
Bonnie Martin

(Pasadena)

600 South Lake Avenue, 

Suite 100, Pasadena, Lake Avenue California Blvd.

Eli 

Hanaian 626-397-6300 

 
Bonnie Martin 



enjoys is the protection of triple damages.
In the event that someone does infringe your
trademark, in spite of his/her notice of your
registration, and you choose to protect your
rights in a lawsuit, in many cases, you have
the right to receive a court-awarded judgment
for THREE TIMES the amount of
damages suffered, plus your attorneys’ fees
from the infringer.  This benefit allows you
to recover maximum damages in the most
egregious abuses of your intellectual property
rights.

* * *
Ken W. Choi, Esq.
DiJulio Law Group
100 W. Broadway, Suite 840
Glendale, CA  91210
Tel:  818-502-1700
Fax:  818-500-8799
kwc@dijuliolaw.com
www.dijuliolawgroup.com

Valuable Asset
From Page 1

A brief message from the Executive Director:
I want to thank those that supported & believed in me for the position of the Executive Director of the CCC.  I look

forward to working with all of you to help revitalize Chinatown as an economic hub of the City of Los Angeles.  I
envision our community, Chinatown, working together as a team to showcase us as one of  the more progressive areas of
town in this great city  I envision a Chinatown that will bridge the gap between the new & the old, an area dedicated to
making California “green,” and an area that embraces our culture and stands out amongst the best in Southern California

We have a lot to look forward to, including our premier event, the 2008 Year of  the Rat, Golden Dragon Parade; a golf
tournament etc. (see calendar from last newsletter) I will be calling on all of you to come & help participate in terms of time, in kind donations
and fund-raising; as it cannot be done without our own combined efforts! I would also like to take this time to welcome all of the new
members of CCC as well as future members & sponsors.

Again, it is my pleasure to be able to work with you.

Carol Kwan

Friday, January 4

5:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 5

11:00 a.m. Reception

12:00 p.m. Lunch

Saturday, January 19

6:00 p.m. Social Hour

7:00 p.m. Dinner

8:00 p.m. Pageant

Saturday, January 26

3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Saturday, February 9

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

10:00a.m. - 7:00p.m.

Sunday, February 10

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Friday, February 22

6:00 p.m.

6:45 p.m. Dinner

Friday, May 30

11:30 a.m. Lunch

1:00 p.m. Tee-off

6:00 p.m. Awards Dinner

Press Conference

Empress Pavilion Restaurant

988 North Hill Street, Los Angeles Chinatown

Miss L.A. Chinatown Charity Fashion Show

San Gabriel Hilton

225 West Valley Blvd.

San Gabriel, CA 91776

2008 Annual Miss L.A. Chinatown Pageant

Westin Bonaventure Hotel

404 S. Figueroa Street, Los Angeles Downtown

Little King & Queen Contest

Castelar Elementary School

840 Yale Street, Los Angeles Chinatown

Chinese New Year of  the Rat 4706

109th Annual Golden Dragon Parade

 Los Angeles Chinatown

Chinese New Year Festival

 Los Angeles Chinatown - Broadway & Caesar Chavez Ave.

Chinese New Year Festival

Los Angeles Chinatown

Chinese New Year Imperial Banquet

Reception Empress Pavilion Restaurant

988 North Hill Street, Los Angeles Chinatown

3rd Annual Asian Friendship Golf  Tournament

Industry Hills Golf Club at Pacific Palms

One Industry Hills Parkway

City of  Industry, CA

2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Chester and Ms. Tang. Ms. Tang is with
Chinese National Acrobatic Troup who
are performing at Pasadena Civic Center.


